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Civility in a contentious election
With the election this week, we are entering a difficult period in American history. What happens during the next few months could 
determine the integrity of our electoral process. As such, 
we as an editorial board would like to affirm our com-
mitment to voting, the importance of elections and the 
peaceful transfer of power.
In 1800, President John Adams conceded the election 
to his bitter rival Thomas Jefferson and set a precedent 
that has been followed by senators, governors, congress 
and presidents alike for over 200 years: when you lose an 
election, you willingly and peacefully surrender power to 
the winner.
One of the hallmarks of American democracy is its re-
spect for the people and its disdain of tyrants. Elections 
are structured so that politicians must ask the people for 
the right to govern. Then, every so often, that politician 
must go back and ask the people for the right to continue 
governing.
The voting process is a sacred tradition to the American 
public, and every vote has value. Therefore, any attempt 
to compromise the integrity of an election, or refusal to 
concede power, devalues the votes of real American peo-
ple.
In a year that may be called unusual, to say the least, 
the processing of votes will be different than in years 
prior. With many states expanding mail-in ballots due to 
COVID-19, we may not know the winners of some races 
until days or even weeks after election day. We will wait 
for official counts and encourage our readers to do so, as 
well, so we can be sure everyone’s votes are included.
At the Utah Statesman, we recognize and appreciate 
the importance of political activism and social action. We 
strongly believe, however, that these things can be accom-
plished peacefully. We condemn all violence and any at-
tempts at violence during this election season.
Our hope for the next few months is that our fellow 
Americans will strive for peace, remember to treat their 
neighbors with respect and accept the results of this elec-
tion, no matter who wins. 
—Utah Statesman Editorial Board
VP Wagner: Next semester will be similar
PHOTO BY Ketut Subiyanto FROM Pexels
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STUDENT MEDIA
Utah State University Vice President Robert Wagner addressed 
students during an Institute of Government and Politics lecture on 
Oct. 27. 
During his speech, Wagner talked about what next semester will 
look like. He also talked about registration, commencement, stu-
dent fees and what to expect if there is a vaccine.
In terms of next semester, Wagner said spring of 2021 is going to 
be “very similar” to fall of 2020.
“We’ll be social distancing, have face coverings and our classrooms 
will resemble what they are now,” he said.
When can USU expect to get back to normal?
According to Wagner, it’s not likely until this upcoming summer or 
fall, at the earliest. Even when USU gets back to “normal,” Wagner 
said students could see some permanent changes.
“I hope they will be positive ones,” he said.
Wagner also said the university “expects to get back to full activity, 
full support, student life and student experiences.”
Registration on Nov.16 will mirror registration from last semester. 
The difference is students will be able to know the delivery method 
of their courses as soon as they register.
Wagner said the university is still holding out hope that a gradua-
tion ceremony can happen.
However, the university has decided not to announce commence-
ment plans until March.
“We are going to try to wait as long as we can to make any decision 
about commencement, because our president wants to hold it. We 
want to have a commencement for our students.”
During the presentation, IOGP director Neil Abercrombie brought 
up a question about student fees.
“This was a question that was sent in earlier. Is it fair to charge 
students the same amount in fees when they can’t have traditional 
experiences?” he asked.
Wagner said the decision to continue charging student fees was 
“not taken lightly.” However, he said, student fees do not operate 
the way students think they do.
“It’s not ‘if you don’t use it, you don’t pay it.’ Our fees are voted on 
by students and used to support services. Staff and administration 
have worked hard to find alternative sources to traditional services 
as well.”
He added that even suspended services will eventually come back, 
and they need to be funded in the meantime.
When it comes to a vaccine that could be readily available some-
time next year, Wagner said “availability and accessibility” will de-
termine how the university reacts to it.
“I am part of a committee that meets daily to have these discus-
sions,” he said. “In addition to availability and accessibility to our 
students, it will also depend on the number of cases in the commu-
nity and case containment.”
The number of COVID-19 cases in the Bear River Health district 
has been rising lately, with over 4,000 active cases in Cache Coun-
ty alone. However, Wagner said the USU community is doing well 
when it comes to managing the spread of the virus.
“The last report I saw for our campus community, the wastewater 
numbers were actually pretty good,” he said. “At this time, the pos-
itive cases in the institutions are manageable.”
The USU community currently has 165 active COVID cases.
Wagner praised the USU community for how it’s been handling 
changes on campus.
“As I walk around, I see students wearing face masks and faculty 
wearing face masks,” he said. “A lot of the reason we haven’t had to 
change, is because students are doing what they need to do.”
Wagner ended by thanking the students.
“You’re an inspiration to me,” he said.
Wagner also encouraged students to fill out a survey they should 
receive via email sometime this week. He said the survey will help 
the university understand how they can do better and help them 
evaluate if they need to make any adjustments.
—taylor.cripe1@aggiemail.usu.edu
@cripe_taylor


























Students sell masks with 
goal to alleviate poverty
A 2-month-old business that started at Utah State Uni-
versity has recently launched its first product – handsewn 
masks from an entrepreneur in Ghana.
The business, Maranga, was founded by USU students 
Brynn Bennion and Paige Koch.
Bennion and Koch started Maranga with the goal of al-
leviating poverty and supporting small international busi-
nesses.
They also provide an online channel for entrepreneurs to 
sell their goods globally.
Hayford Nanakofi, a 27-year-old entrepreneur from 
Ghana, has partnered with the company. Nanakofi, who 
owns his own fashion company in Ghana, ships handsewn 
masks in bulk to Maranga, which is then able to sell the 
products through its website.
“I started a business out of necessity. My family was so 
poor I was not able to attend high school,” Nanakofi said.
Bennion and Koch connected with Nanakofi through 
USU’s Small Enterprise Education and Development pro-
gram and Mentor’s International.
Both of these programs work with small business owners 
in developing countries such as Ghana.
Maranga takes the revenue that it receives from selling 
products on their website and shares a percentage with 
its partners.
“The impact of COVID-19 was very hard on my business 
until Maranga came to my aid,” Nanakofi said. “They help 
me a lot because the masks I send them are sold for four, 
almost five times the local prices.”
“Hayford is really accommodating and will even wake 
up in the middle of the night to meet with us,” Koch said 
about Nanakofi.
“He is the best,” Bennion said. “He’s a hard-worker and 
will do anything for his business and his family.”
The company has plans to sell more of Nanakofi’s prod-
ucts as well as work with other entrepreneurs to sell addi-
tional products and expand their network.
*This article was submitted as part of a class project.
By Jonny Poon
STUDENT SUBMISSION
Utah State University Student Media won a 2020 Student 
Media Business Pacemaker Award from the Associated Col-
legiate Press. 
The award was announced virtually on Oct. 22 during the 
ACP/CMA Fall National College Media Convention awards 
ceremony. 
Nathan Laursen, USU Student Media’s adviser, said he 
was lying in bed when he heard the organization won. 
“I turned to my wife, who actually ran the office at the 
Statesman as an undergraduate student, and told her how 
good it felt,” Laursen said. 
Laursen started working at USU Student Media as a stu-
dent from 2006 to 2009. He was hired as the adviser in 
2013.
“It felt like all of the effort the students and advisers have 
put in these last few years have been recognized at a na-
tional prestigious level,” Laursen said. “Our financial situ-
ation was not the best when I started in 2013, so looking 
back on what we have accomplished from then until now 
feels really good.”
Laursen said in the industry of journalism and media, the 
business side doesn’t get the recognition it deserves. 
“The content is what most people associate with The Utah 
Statesman, Aggie Radio and our video team, but there are 
so many other students working behind the scenes to help 
with the success of the organizations that never get their 
names in bylines.”
Jacob Horton, USU Student Media’s executive marketing 
director, said he was surprised and excited to hear the news 
and called it a big win in his book. 
“It shows that the efforts of myself and the team I work 
with amounts to something at the end of the day,” Horton 
said. “The award is definitely something we can show to 
others that we’ve been working hard and been able to ac-
complish something.”
Horton said he and the team put a lot of work in over the 
summer to make the organization what it is today. 
“The things we needed to do behind the scenes helped us 
win the award,” he said. “Throughout the summer we spent 
a lot of time organizing the business side of USU Student 
Media, and putting together the structure and our work-
flow, project management.” 
Horton said dedication is what sets USU Student Media 
apart from other college media groups. 
“A lot of us aren’t here to make a lot of money,” he said. 
“The amount of dedication and effort we put in helps us 
build tools and skills and to be able to have that experi-
ence for when we go out into the world. It’s a combination 























USU Police trying to find 
owners of unclaimed property
The Utah State University Police Department is trying to find the owners of bicycles and 
other unclaimed property left on campus. 
The list of unclaimed property on USUPD’s Facebook page consists of more than 60 
bikes, wallets, credit cards, driver’s licenses, knives, car keys, glasses, a passport, a cell 
phone and a birth certificate.  
USU Police Captain Kent Harris said the police have taken to Facebook, The Herald Jour-
nal and the Utah Unclaimed Property Division’s website to get the word out. 
Some of the items have identification, however, USU police are still having trouble con-
tacting the owners.
“We’ve tried calling and emailing with no response,” Harris said. “We’ve gotten some 
responses, and those people are no longer on the list and have claimed their property.”
Names on the list are Emerie Jerry, Shawn Jones, Katelyn Cheney, Jake Johnson, Lindsay 
Thunell, Carina Terry, Aaron Hancock, Wyatt Dincel, Melanie Torgerson, Kenneth Lee 
and Cameron Wright. Owners should contact the USU Police Department to reclaim their 
property. 
Harris said the police are pushing to find owners now because the department’s bicycle 
impound is full. Some of the bikes were impounded more than five months ago. 
“After spring semester ended, we tagged bicycles that had been left,” he said. “We have 
several days to make sure those postings are there, and then we can dispose of the prop-
erty.”
In this case, Harris said, disposing means putting the bikes up for sale at the USU surplus 
store if they are not claimed by Tuesday. 
Harris added that many of the bikes were picked up from around on-campus housing. 
“The bicycles are called in with people saying, ‘we have a bicycle issue at this location.’ 
We’ll go tag it and leave it for a few days to say this bicycle needs to be removed or it will 
be impounded,” he said. 
If the tag is still on after a week, the police impound the bike. 
Harris recommended that people put contact information on their property to make the 
returning process easier, and registering their bikes with the campus police. 
“We’d like to make sure that people who have bikes on campus get them registered with 
us,” he said. “That way, if the bike is stolen and recovered, we know who to reach out to, 





























Utah State’s men’s basketball out-of-confer-
ence schedule took a major hit Oct. 27 with 
the announcement that the Myrtle Beach In-
vitational has been canceled due to concerns 
about COVID-19. The tournament would have 
been the first games the men played in the 
2020-21 season.
Initially, the tournament was to feature 
eight teams — Utah State, Charlotte, Dayton, 
Loyola Chicago, Missouri, Nebraska, Penn and 
Pittsburgh — who would play 12 combined 
games on Nov. 19, 20 and 22 in a bracket 
format. Each team would play one game per 
day regardless if they won or lost. When the 
NCAA announced a revised start date to the 
season on Nov. 25, the start of the Invitation-
al was moved to that date. The location was 
also moved from South Carolina, to Orlando 
Myrtle Beach Invitational canceled
Season opening tournament removed from USU men’s hoops schedule
The Mountain West announced Oct. 29 the 2021 regular 
season formats for baseball, women’s soccer and volley-
ball. In a press release from the conference, the revised 
schedules were approved by the MW directors of athletics, 
with the intention to provide student-athletes with the op-
portunity to conduct a Conference season while managing 
the challenges of the COVID-19 virus.
As of now, regular-season formats remain unchanged for 
softball and men’s and women’s tennis per the release.
The caveat for all of these new schedules being imple-
mented being that they are subject to change due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and were formatted in accordance 
with state, county and local health guidelines. Utah State 
does not field a basbeall team — although a club baseball 
has been a part of the University’s athletics landscape for 
decades — but does have both a women’s volleyball and 
soccer program.
Regular-season formats can be found below:
  WOMEN’S SOCCER
A 10-match Conference-only schedule in a divisional 
double round-robin format taking place over a six-week 
period (March 5-April 11).
Matches will be played on Friday and Sunday.
A single match will take place on Sat., April 17, at a cam-
pus site between the two division winners to determine 
the Conference automatic qualifier to the NCAA tourna-
ment.
 VOLLEYBALL
A 16-match Conference-only schedule taking place over 
nine weeks (Feb. 5-April 3).
Each institution will play six opponents twice and four 
opponents once.
Using a hybrid scheduling format, the first seven weeks 
will feature teams facing the same opponent twice in one 
weekend at one site. Travel partners will play the final two 
weeks of the season. 
The regular-season champion will be the Mountain 
West’s NCAA tournament automatic qualifier.
—sports@usustatesman.com
@dren_sports
USU soccer and volleyball back in 2021
By Dalton Renshaw
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER
PHOTOS BY Iain Laurence
BEST    LOGAN NOV. 1 – NOV.
 30
usustatesman.com/best-of-logan






Utah State’s men’s basketball out-of-confer-
ence schedule took a major hit Oct. 27 with 
the announcement that the Myrtle Beach In-
vitational has been canceled due to concerns 
about COVID-19. The tournament would have 
been the first games the men played in the 
2020-21 season.
Initially, the tournament was to feature 
eight teams — Utah State, Charlotte, Dayton, 
Loyola Chicago, Missouri, Nebraska, Penn and 
Pittsburgh — who would play 12 combined 
games on Nov. 19, 20 and 22 in a bracket 
format. Each team would play one game per 
day regardless if they won or lost. When the 
NCAA announced a revised start date to the 
season on Nov. 25, the start of the Invitation-
al was moved to that date. The location was 
also moved from South Carolina, to Orlando 
with rumors that a bubble akin to what the 
NBA did for its playoffs would be formed. 
But earlier this week, cracks began to show 
in the planning and on Monday, The Athlet-
ic broke the news that ESPN, who owns 10 
events including the Myrtle Beach Invita-
tional, was scrapping its bubble plans.
Aside from the Invitational, USU had five 
non-conference games scheduled according 
to reports. These included BYU (Dec. 5), 
St. Mary’s (Dec. 12), Dixie State (Dec. 15), 
Weber State (Dec. 18) and Mississippi State 
(Dec. 21). An exhibition game is also sched-
uled with Maryville State on Dec. 8.
Utah State’s conference schedule has al-
ready been released, giving the Aggies 18 set 
games on the schedule barring any last-min-
ute cancellations due to COVID-19.
— sports@usustatesman.com
@jwalker_sports
Myrtle Beach Invitational canceled
Season opening tournament removed from USU men’s hoops schedule
By Jason Walker
SENIOR SPORTS WRITER
PHOTO BY USU Statesman
Utah State head softball coach Steve Johnson has an-
nounced the promotion of Laura Heberling to associate 
head coach.
“I am excited to announce Laura Heberling as our new 
associate head coach. Laura is a huge part of our pro-
gram and with her previous experience as a very suc-
cessful head coach at USC Beaufort, this is a great next 
step for her,” Johnson said. “Laura’s knowledge of the 
game has helped our pitching staff tremendously and 
given our team a different perspective on how to exe-
cute what we want done. More importantly than that 
has been her personality and ability to connect with the 
players. That was one of the biggest reasons we brought 
her on board and she’s been an amazing leader and role 
model for our players.”
Heberling is entering her third season with the Aggies, 
having joined the staff in 2018. She has spent her time 
at USU overseeing the pitchers and catchers. In the 
shortened 2020 season, Kapri Toone led the pitching 
staff with a 2.35 ERA and an 8-1 record. She threw four 
shutouts, including a five-inning no-hitter, and earned 
all-Mountain West honors.
“I am truly honored and humbled to accept the position 
of associate head softball coach at Utah State University. 
Thanks to Coach Johnson for this opportunity to help 
me take the next step in my career,” Heberling said. “My 
passion for the game and mentoring student-athletes is 
why I love what I do and I’m glad I get to pursue this 
opportunity at Utah State. Go Aggies!”
Heberling came to Utah State from the University of 
South Carolina Beaufort, where she spent five seasons 
as head coach. In her time at the helm of the USCB pro-
gram, Heberling coached the Sand Sharks to a 177-92 
record, including a 53-38 ledger in Sun Conference play. 
Prior to being named head coach at USCB, Heberling 
spent two seasons as an assistant coach for the Sand 
Sharks. She also made assistant coaching stops at Iowa 
Wesleyan College (2008-10) and William Woods Univer-
sity (2007-08) and was a student assistant at her alma 
mater, UNC Pembroke, for the 2006 season.


























whales are bigger than most breeds 
of house cat
@teaxtarot
Hi Professor, I was just wondering if it 
is possible to get an extension on the 
assignment? I’m in my flop era. Thanks
I moved across the country from one small college town to another, from rural western North Caro-lina to rural(ish) northern Utah. Like many stu-
dents who have to get residency for in-state tuition, 
I stayed the summer after my freshman year. I didn’t 
have a car, so I resorted to working three to four 
on-campus jobs in addition to waitressing at Tandoori 
Oven. I don’t know why it never crossed my mind 
that a car is considered a necessity in both places. Yet, 
since then, I can see how not having a car actually 
proved to be at least semi-advantageous. Primarily, 
I saved dozens of hours and thousands of dollars 
in obtaining a parking pass and paying the subse-
quent fees, gas, car registration, emissions tests and 
other car maintenance. And, of course, I got to know 
Logan’s Utah State University campus so well that it 
really felt like home — and I was sorry to leave it. 
USU — like most other universities in the United 
States — is suffering from parking shortages. As 
one of the most prominent colleges in Utah with a 
generous acceptance rate, the Logan campus’s inviting 
atmosphere is home to over 14,000 undergraduate 
students, over 1,500 graduate students and over 
2,000 members of the campus workforce. At several 
of the colleges in my home state of North Carolina, 
university administrations have found a solution: 
limiting freshman parking on campus or disallowing 
freshmen to have a car at all. 
There are a few obvious pros in limiting freshman 
access to campus parking and/or private vehicles. 
Undergraduate freshmen, in general, represent the 
largest class at most universities. By disallowing fresh-
men to park on campus, there will be more parking 
available for upperclassmen, employees and faculty, 
and events. This, in turn, could discourage USU from 
having to build more parking garage eyesores, which 
ruins one of the things that makes USU and Logan so 
attractive: its natural beauty. Voted the most beautiful 
college in Utah by Time Magazine, this asset is some-
thing that USU shouldn’t have to bargain away. 
Limiting freshmen access to private vehicles en-
courages them to stay on campus. This poses several 
benefits, especially when coupled with requiring 
freshmen to live on campus their first year: becom-
ing familiarized with USU’s 400-acre spread, making 
friends with other freshmen (who are also relatively 
stuck on campus), and fostering more involvement in 
campus activities. Plus, USU’s main goal for freshmen 
stated on their welcome website, “Life begins at the 
end of your comfort zone,” is less likely to be accom-
plished by freshmen who have their own car to take 
them home every weekend. 
Freshmen who stay on campus would ideally be 
exposed to fewer (potentially dangerous) off-campus 
distractions. College is supposed to be an explor-
atory experience and, for many, that includes drug 
or alcohol consumption (even on a dry campus like 
USU). Prohibiting freshmen from parking on campus 
or having a car would hopefully decrease the number 
of drunk drivers and other alcohol-related incidents 
at USU and in Logan. And in the time of COVID-19, 
anything that could limit the transmission of the virus 
both to and from campus is a definite advantage. 
An essential part of the college experience is the op-
portunity for freshmen to leave the nest and establish 
their identity as an adult. While disallowing freshmen 
to have cars can definitely be construed as a limita-
tion of their freedom, it actually fosters the ability 
for freshmen to capitalize on the moments proven 
to be the most precious after graduating: academic 
advancement and lifelong friendship. 
—sageksouza@gmail.com
@sageksouza
Column: Why can’t I find a parking spot?
PHOTO BY Peter Fazekas via Pexels
By Sage Souza
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER







I was born in the wrong generation!! I 
supposed to be born in the early 20th 
century so I could fist fight C.S Lewis 
and win
@hotterdad @ardenotter
I’m not sure what a “serving size” 
is but it certainly doesn’t apply to 
cream puffs
defund the TMNT
Diet Soda Society — The Maine
Backseat — Split Milk Society
Are You Bored Yet? — Wallows
12 Fingers — Young the Giant
Killer Whales — Smallpools
Closer — POWERS
On Oct. 23, Utah’s own I Don’t Know How But They Found Me released their first full-length 
album, “Razzmatazz.” Previous to this, 
the band had released an EP titled “1981 
Extended Play” in 2018 and a handful of 
singles. Unlike most bands, the members 
of I Don’t Know How But They Found 
Me, usually stylized as IDKHow, both 
came from other projects and teamed up 
to create a “secret” kind of band. They 
began releasing songs on YouTube in 
early 2016 with the hope that the people 
who discovered them would see IDKHow 
as a forgotten act lost among a sea of 
creation.
The first matter that duo Dallon Weekes 
and Ryan Seaman needed to figure out 
was how to disconnect from their pre-
vious projects: Panic! At the Disco and 
Falling in Reverse, respectively. “1981 
Extended Play” was a small taste of that 
disconnect, but “Razzmatazz” proves the 
duo are capable of creating their own 
place on the musical spectrum.
The opening track, “Leave Me Alone,” 
has Weekes passionately making a point 
that “you’re a big shot here, but nobody 
else knows. Now, I want you to leave me 
alone.” A fast paced drumbeat overlays 
a saxophone, taking listeners back to the 
golden era of Huey Lewis and the News 
and Duran Duran.
“Nobody Likes the Opening Band” talks 
about just that. Nobody comes to a con-
cert for the opening band, and a lot of 
times it’s annoying to have to sit through 
an act you don’t care for. However, 
Weekes has made it clear that opening 
bands are more important than we might 
think. Every major band once started 
out as openers, with their “second hand 
guitars” and “uninspired faces.” Starting 
a band is tough, but even IDKHow once 
opened on stage before they started their 
own.
“It could have been really easy to come 
out of the gate and say ‘Hey, we’re from 
these bands,’” said Weekes in a 2018 
interview with The Utah Statesman, “but 
that seemed really disingenuous so we 
wanted to build our own credibility.”
And credibility have they built. They 
have over 1.8 million daily listeners and 
their number one single, “Choke,” is 
sitting at 54 million streams on Spotify. 
Weekes and Seaman have proved that 
creating music is beyond simple talent 
but is a playground of wit and color 
that allows musicians to do pretty much 
whatever they want.
“The Gallows” provides a combination 
of electric robot voices and jazz, plac-
ing the listener smack in the middle of 
an old school arcade. It also gives off 
old school Brobecks vibes, which was 
a previous project Weekes and Seaman 
worked together on. “Sugar Pills” and 
“New Invention” use heavy handed 
guitar solos, synthesizers and settle drum 
tracks to get you up and dancing. “Kiss 
Goodnight” and “Need You Here” are 
Bon Jovi and Tears for Fears style power 
ballads that show Weekes’ sensitive side. 
Whatever you are looking for, this album 
has it all.
The closing track and title track, 
“Razzmatazz,” is my personal favorite on 
the album. Piano, synth and a saxophone 
solo, you’ll put this song on and have 
your father reminiscing of the “good ol’ 
days.” After all, who doesn’t love some 
“good old fashioned razzmatazz?”
Score: 8/10
Recommended if you like: The 

































Every Halloween, Utah State University hosts the infamous Howl, attracting college students from all over the state. This year, USU’s event staff  had to go above and beyond in planning a COVID-proof Howl, or there wouldn’t 
be one.
But here we are, with a week of Howl activities.
According to Alexis Needleman, USU’s activities director, events “are taking a 
little bit longer to get approved and settled. That’s why the graphics are coming 
out a little bit closer to events.” 
This seems to be no problem for students at USU, who are attending events with 
short notice, proving their dedication to events even during the pandemic.
The Howl of 2020 consisted of six events: a drive-thru haunted house called 
Aggie Hollow on Tuesday, a comedy stunt show by Matt Baker on Wednesday, the 
HYPER Haunt on Thursday, a drive-in double feature of “Happy Death Day” and 
“Happy Death Day 2 U” on Friday, and a virtual Halloween costume contest and 
the Scotsman’s Quest throughout the week. There have been drive-in movies every 
Friday leading up to the double feature, all with lots of students attending. 
Savannah Fisher, a volunteer coordinator for USU Blue Crew, dressed up as a 
vampire and scared people in their cars at Aggie Hollow. Tickets for the Aggie 
Hollow sold out in 24 hours.
Needleman is charged with planning the Howl, Mardi Gras and End of Year Bash. 
Each of those events generally gathers more people than permitted with COVID-19 
state regulations, but Needleman and her committee are planning events so stu-
dents can have fun while being safe. 
One of the biggest hurdles in planning the Howl was getting ideas through, a 
process that requires approval from seven people. So, of course not every idea was 
approved. 
“One of our biggest ideas was to do some sort of carnival with food trucks,” 
Needleman said. “But that proved to be just a little bit more difficult. Because 
when you’re providing food to students they tend to want to take their masks off 
and eat and chat and that’s not something we’re looking to do.” 
Even through all the paperwork and hoops to jump through, Student Events con-
tinues putting on fun activities for the Aggies. 
“In the past, it’s normally the one day. The one Howl and everything,” Fisher said, 
“but I kind of like this year’s Howl because it’s spread throughout the week.” 
Things are different, but perhaps the creativity put into planning COVID-proof 
events can help to create new traditions at USU. 
“I just want people to know we’re doing what we can and we’re trying our best,” 
Needleman said.  “We sit down so often and just think about the students and 
we’re doing all that we can to try to still make this year special for them.”
Students can find out more about events put on by the activities committee by 
following @ususaevents on Instagram.
—emily.white@usu.edu






Every big-name musician was once a 
small-town no-name musician. Fame 
takes dedication, passion and talent, all 
of which define R&B singer, Jay Warren, 
to a tee. 
Based out of Salt Lake City, Warren 
has slowly built a following around his 
catchy beats and sultry vocals. He can 
appear overly confident and apathetic 
over social media but in person, he is a 
genuine, humble individual who cares 
about his friends and family. 
“I just love to have fun,” Warren said. 
“I love being on stage, being in front of 
people and making sure people are hav-
ing the best time of their lives. It’s all 
about having fun and enjoying the mu-
sic, enjoying the moment, the party, the 
show — wherever it is.”
Music was a decision as much as a part 
of life for Warren.
“I’ve always been singing my entire 
life,” Warren said. “I grew up in church 
and school choirs.” 
This is not an understatement. Though 
he doesn’t personally remember it, his 
mother said when he was just 18 months 
old he attempted to sing Whitney Hous-
ton’s “I Will Always Love You.” 
“She says, ‘Yup, that’s when I knew you 
were a singer,’” Warren said. 
If that is not prophetic enough, Warren 
recalled, “I remember very clearly was in 
second grade, we were doing those little 
school shows where the class sings some 
songs to the parents. And so our sec-
ond-grade class was singing “You Are My 
Sunshine,” and Mrs. Simpson heard me 
singing off to the side and she was like, 
‘Oh, wow, you’re a really good singer. 
You should do the solo.’ And I was like, 
‘Alright, cool.’ That’s the earliest mem-
ory I have of someone realizing like, 
‘Oh, yeah, you can sing. Let’s put you 
in front.’ So, as early as second grade I 
knew, ‘Oh, I can do this.’”
Then, in 2017 when he lost his job, 
he made the decision to “go full career 
mode” with his music.
“My wife and I were just like, ‘This is 
probably a sign. Let’s just go full-time 
with music,’ because we knew that’s 
what we wanted to be doing.”
Since entering career mode, Jay Warren 
has released over a dozen singles and 
most recently, a full-length album.
Warren describes his music as having 
three phases to it. 
“There is the pre-game phase. Like 
“Beautiful Disaster,” “Take You Higher.” 
That is the anticipation, the excitement 
of getting ready to go out,” he said. “And 
then there is being out. So, “Go Slow” is 
like, we’re out, we’re at the club, we’re 
at the party, we’re having a good time. 
And then there’s the postgame music, 
the like, now we’re in the car on the way 
home. I’m like hanging out with a guy 
that I might kind of like, and, you know, 
might get to know each other a little bit 
more after the party.”
“So there’s something for pregame at 
the party and after the fact. So whatever 
you need, just throw on some Jay War-
ren and I can guarantee you it’ll fit the 
soundtrack to whatever you’re doing.”
Music is a powerful and immersive 
source of connection, which is some-
thing Warren loves and works to find in 
his music. 
“Each song kind of has its own purpose, 
so to speak. It has its own emotion that 
I’m trying to convey,” Warren said, “But 
as an artist, my goal is to bring people 
together. Whether they’re at a show or 
with friends listening to the music. You 
can forget about all of the craziness 
that’s going on — especially all of the 
2020 type things that are happening — 
and just be in the moment and present 
where you are. The purpose of my music 
is bringing people together.”
With such a broad but impactful goal, 
it would seem there’s a lot of pressure 
when writing. For him, that’s not the 
case. Songs emerge with work naturally, 
but it’s not nearly as complex of an expe-
rience as one may think.  
“I’ll sit down and I start at the piano,” 
he said, “and I just start messing around, 
playing chords, trying to find sounds I 
like. Once I find a chord progression I 
like, I start humming and trying to find 
the melody that feels like it makes sense 
with whatever I’m playing. And then 
once I find the melody, I try to find one 
line, one lyric that works with that mel-
ody.” 
Check out the rest
of this article and 
watch a video
interview online:






The Koch Scholars Program (KSP) is a semester-long paid reading 
group designed to engage undergraduate students in meaning-
ful discussions. Participants receive $1,000.
• Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 5:00 pm over Zoom
• Participants are given 15 books 
• Students of any academic background are welcome to apply 
Apply online before November 15th
Find out more at www.thecgo.org/students


























O O P I N I O N
Saturday Night Live” is the mod-ern day Mark Twain. Like Mark Twain, “SNL” recognizes the pow-
er and absurdity of the mundane and 
uses satire to enact change. Through 
humor “SNL” reveals deep truths that 
might be difficult to face without the 
company of a laugh.
“SNL” is brilliant not because of it’s hi-
larious cast or A-list hosts, but because 
it examines our culture and makes light 
of our humanity.
“Weekend Update” has become a sta-
ple on the show because of its farcical 
take on culture. During this segment, 
fake news anchors turn legitimate news 
stories into quippy lines that strike at 
the dark but funny core of a story.
The “Weekend Update” anchors are 
able to commentate on a story in a way 
that a real news anchor never could. 
Objectivity and correctness prevent the 
real news cycle from infusing personal-
ity and irony into their reports. “Week-
end Update” is not burdened with 
those same responsibilities. This allows 
them to draw conclusions and provoke 
thought through edgy jokes that dissect 
the heart of American culture.
The heart and soul of the show lies in 
the more ordinary sketches like “Return 
Counter.” The setting is a return count-
er at a Kmart and the plot is simply 
customers approaching the counter and 
trying to return items.
The sketch ends ups tackling big is-
sues like the very American ideology 
that “the customer is always right,” 
free market consumerism, and even the 
spreading of incorrect information on 
social media platforms— a lot for four 
minutes of airtime.
Sketches like “Return Counter” are 
effective because they connect with us 
universally. Who hasn’t stood in a return 
line or watched a worker at Walmart 
put up with more from a customer than 
they get paid for? Who hasn’t been 
yelled at by a customer about some-
thing that is completely out of their 
control? If you’ve worked in customer 
service or retail, you absolutely have.






If while watching “Return Counter” 
you find yourself identifying with the 
outrageous characters in front of the 
counter, “SNL” gives you an opportunity 
to laugh at yourself—an enjoyable way 
to recognize you were wrong.
“SNL” conveys the message that we 
are not alone in our experiences or our 
ignorance. For generations “SNL” has 
been making us laugh at common situ-
ations and making mistakes and humil-
iation feel like an initiation to an exclu-
sive national club.
We live in a culture of social correctness 
and, while that is an admirable goal, we 
must not forget that to err is human. We 
cannot get so caught up in being right 
that we forget how often we are wrong.
Somewhere along the way we decided 
that it is better to lie or hide our flaws 
than it is to accept our faults as an op-
portunity for growth. “SNL” blatantly 
confronts the incorrectness in society to 
throw this notion out the window and, 
in turn, provides an avenue for improve-
ment.
Mark Twain, the king of satire, said 
“Humor is the great thing, the saving 
thing after all. The minute it crops up, all 
our hardnesses yield, all our irritations, 
and resentments flit away, and a sunny 
spirit takes their place.” He knew that hu-
mankind was and is too stubborn to sim-
ply admit they are wrong. We need to be 
coaxed out of our prejudices with a joke.
We must laugh at ourselves to recognize 
our own stupidity and acknowledge our 
humanity. Laughter is the first step on the 
road to recovery. When we see the come-
dy in the situation, we can move forward 
to a better day.
Addy Kirkham is a senior studying En-
glish with an emphasis in literary analysis. 




Top: Colin Jost and Michael Che on set for “Weekend Update” (2018).
Left: Chris Redd, Saoirse Ronan and Mikey Day in “Return Counter” (2017).























Last December, I was listening to an audiobook that helped me learn to control my feelings. The 
book, Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway 
(1987) by Susan Jeffers, takes the pas-
sive mind of the reader and creates as-
sertiveness and confidence. Jeffers gives 
us the message that we can handle 
anything in life even if we are afraid of 
what is to come.
Today, people are facing unprece-
dented problems: losing jobs, incomes, 
even apartments, and it’s scary. People 
feel oppressed wearing masks and are 
protesting in the streets — and not just 
about the quarantine.
The Black Lives Matter protests for 
the deaths of George Flloyd, Breonna 
Taylor and many, many like them have 
made people angry. Combined with the 
stress of quarantine and the presidential 
election, tensions are high. That is com-
pletely human, but things can get better.
In her audiobook, Jeffers says there 
are statements we can tell ourselves in 
order to conquer our inner fear: “I am 
powerful and I am loving. I am power-
ful and I am loved. I am powerful and 
I love it.”
People are always teaching us tech-
niques and phrases to use in order to 
feel better about ourselves, like how 
smiling more is proven to boost our 
mood. Making positive body statements 
in the mirror can help with your self-es-
teem. Saying you are powerful and you 
are loving it--it all works. It may seem 
tedious, and it doesn’t work for every-
one, but it’s always worth the try to feel 
better about yourself, alleviating the 
main source of stress in your life: you.
Jeffers talks about how we tend to 
blame ourselves for our suffering and 
bad mistakes, but by that logic, we are 
also responsible for our accomplish-
ments and feeling good about ourselves. 
She writes about taking responsibility 
for how you feel even in the most help-
less of circumstances.
“Taking responsibility means never 
blaming anyone else for anything you 
are being, doing, having, or feeling. I 
can just hear some of you saying, ‘Nev-
er? But this time it really is his fault, 
or her fault, or the boss’ fault, or my 
son’s fault, or the economy’s fault, or 
my mother’s fault, or my father’s fault, 
or my friend’s fault — really it is.’ Now 
until you fully understand you, and no 
one else, creates what goes on in your 
head, you will never be in control of 
your life. Taking responsibility means 
not blaming any outside source for your 
experience of life.”
You might be thinking that there are 
some things out of your control. But we 
have the ability to choose how to react. 
Many people go through the same expe-
riences, the same traumas, and become 
different people in the end. This is be-
cause they choose who to be. You can be 
bitter. Or you can be grateful. You can 
even choose to block it out.
When quarantine is over, how will you 
let it affect your life? How has it affected 
your life already? After all, government 
guidelines, laws, political stress, climate 
change, a failing economy, and the lack 
of decent content on your streaming 
services can only make you feel bad if 
you let it. I know it sounds daunting, 
but you are in control. No one else. 
You can’t control if the world ends, or 
if someone passes away, or anything 
anyone else wants to do. We can’t con-
trol what other people feel and how 
they react to others, but we can control 
ourselves. We are the masters of our 
own minds.
Whether you take the quarantine seri-
ously or not, it’s important to remem-
ber that the world is in a crisis, but we 
will get through this. “A positive thinker 
knows that pain is part of life, and in the 
end there is much to be learned from 
any pain we experience.”
Megan Cowdell is a freshman opinion 
columnist studying for a bachelor’s in 
Communications. She loves music, read-


























DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CAN-
CER FOUNDATION! Your 
donation helps education, 
prevention & support pro-
grams. FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION 1-855-507-
2691
DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
408-2196
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. Oper-





Metal Buildings. Mill prices 
for sheeting coil are at a 
4 year low. You get the 
savings. 17 Colors prime 
material, cut to your exact 




trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 877-691-4639
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-844-240-1769
Miscellaneous
DISH Network. $59.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-866-360-6959
INVENTORS - FREE INFOR-
MATION PACKAGE Have 
your product idea devel-
oped affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to man-
ufacturers.  Call 1-877-649-
5574 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea 
for a free consultation.
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$49.99/month. Select All-In-
cluded Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-833-599-6474
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST 
download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, Call 
1-844-294-9882
Enjoy 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! Get 4 
FREE Burgers and 4 FREE 
Chicken Breasts. Order 
the Omaha Steaks Clas-
sic‚ ONLY $129.99. Call 
1-855-963-1321 mention 
code 64185HQG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
meals673
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-855-916-3098
Yard & Landscaping
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-909-2398
C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
May the odds be ever in America’s favor.
Sudoku puzzles are provided by 
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —
Dental Insurance
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A 
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; 
TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120
X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures




Preventive care starts right away
Helps cover over 350 services
Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network
No deductible, no annual maximum
























ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
CALENDAR
Deadline for calendar submissions is Thursday at midnight.
N O V  2  -  N O V  7
11/2
C
11/3 11/4 11/5 11/6 11/7
Election Day 








































































Logan Fall Home 
Show
12-4 p.m.
Cache County Event 
Center











ID: 837 3352 8590
Passcode: 836612
Entrepreneurship 
Club Guest Speaker: 
Spencer Young
5 p.m.
Huntsman Hall
Room 320
Logan, UT
Guitar Ensembles
7:30 p.m.
Russell/Wanlass 
Performance Hall
Logan, UT
